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It has been an exciting year of growth for the Education Foundation! Growth always
brings challenges to an organization, but I am proud to say those challenges have
made the Foundation stronger and more resilient than ever.

The most significant change we have seen this year was implementation of our 
 strategic plan. This plan included hiring a paid Executive Director. Generous local
donors as well as support from the Children’s Services Council of Okeechobee have
made this needed step a reality. Having someone really take the lead in the
Foundation has allowed us to apply for more grant funding, implement programs like
our new Pencil Depot, and focus on making sure our sponsors get the recognition
they deserve for the support you have given us over the years.

Of course, the most important thing is making sure the Foundation continues to
support our local teachers and students. Our signature programs of classroom mini-
grants and scholarships are stronger than ever. In fact, we were able to provide over
$46,000 in mini-grants this year, and even book vending machines to several
elementary schools!

We know the coming year will continue to throw challenges our way. The wonderful
thing about Okeechobee is that we rise together in the face of challenges to support
our own community. On behalf of our Foundation, I would like to thank each of you
for your continued support of our classrooms and teachers. 

PRESIDENT'S
STATEMENT

Denise Whitehead
President, 2020-2022
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VISION

MISSION

As the recognized district-wide education foundation for Okeechobee County
Schools, we work collaboratively with school leaders to determine how and where
private sector investment and volunteer involvement can have the greatest impact on
student success. We connect community to classrooms to innovate learning,
power potential, and celebrate success.  

We know our schools can’t do it alone, and our purpose is to foster the investment
and involvement it takes for every student to realize their full potential. We leverage
investments to encourage innovative approaches to help our teachers and schools
succeed in eliminating opportunity gaps for students. We believe engaged and
connected communities lead to teacher and student success. 

The Education Foundation of Okeechobee
is a non-profit organization committed to
supporting the students and staff of
Okeechobee County Schools in their vision
of Achieving Excellence.
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$492,724
in  local  scholarships awarded at OHS
Scholarship Night

$42,500
awarded to local classrooms in the form of
Classroom Mini-Grants

$15,000
in programs aimed at increasing FAFSA
completion rates and SAT scores 

45 STUDENTS
certified as "employable" with vital soft skills
needed for the Okeechobee County workforce

$15,000
distributed to the entire OCSD teaching staff for
classroom supplies vital for student instruction

AT A GLANCE
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20 STUDENTS
exposed to and informed of our local
government, core industries and leadership skills
training



MEET OUR
EXECUTIVE 
DIRETOR

Mrs. Barron is a life-long resident of Okeechobee and proud graduate of OHS, Class
of 2010. She attended IRSC and FAU, majoring in Elementary Education and
obtaining a position in student government at FAU. Mrs. Barron continued her
education by earning a Master of Arts degree in Teaching and Learning from Nova
Southeastern University, where she graduated in the top of her class with a 4.0
grade point average. 

Mrs. Barron has a decade of experience in education with the majority of her career
spent teaching the students of Okeechobee. She has dedicated her career to
serving students through various roles such as teaching, instructional coaching, and
coordinating a local school’s VPK program. She has been an inspirational leader in
the teaching community where she has mentored multiple teachers and aspiring
educators. 

She looks forward to using her extensive knowledge of the education system to
increase her impact on the community. Mrs. Barron is passionate and committed to
empowering the students and staff of Okeechobee School District in their continuing
vision of Achieving Excellence. 

Mrs. Alaina Barron
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Hiring a full-time Executive Director was made possible through the
participation, generous contribution and continued collaboration of our
largest supporter, Children's Services Council of Okeechobee.
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The project was a huge
success! The children learned
tons of new vocabulary
terminology through quality
literature enhanced with rich
vocabulary. 

PROGRAMMING
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Classroom Mini-Grants 

Each year through the Education Foundation's
Matching Grant Program and many generous
local donations, Okeechobee County School
District teachers of students K-12 are be eligible
to apply for thousands of dollars in classroom
mini-grant funds. As a member of the Consortium
of Florida Education Foundations, these funds
are matched $1 for $1. In 2020, we awarded a
total of $26,000 mini-grant funds. This year, we
were able to fund $42,510 in classroom projects!

 A 1:1 MATCHING PROGRAM

The students really enjoyed
putting puppet plays on for the
Pre-K students and showing off
their new vocabulary
knowledge. 

I was hoping to get around 75-
80% participation, whereas we
had near 100% with almost
every grade.

The use of this backboard has
gone from 0% to 100%! A
VALUED center has been
revitalized. It went from a
useless to priceless treasure!61 Grants Funded!



$15,000 in supplies distributed to our teachers!

BRINGING RESOURCES TO OUR STUDENTS IN THE CLASSROOM

PROGRAMMING

Pencil Depot - New!

We were hearing too often about how our local
educators are spending their own limited salaries on the
supplies and tools they need to provide Okeechobee
students with the quality education they deserve. The
Pencil Depot was subsequently launched to provide each
and every teacher in the School District with a $40.00
stipend to use on their most needed supplies, free of
charge! The Pencil Depot is generously sponsored by
Children Services Council.

South Elementary saw a huge increase in the
number of A.R Points students were earning
after implementing their own book vending
machine. Kindergarteners alone increased their
A.R. Points by 284%! First Grade saw an
increase of 139%, and Second Grade increased
their points by 44%. This inspired us to begin our
Book Vending Machine Program throughout the
rest of the District.
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Book Vending Machines - New!
PROMOTING LITERACY IN EARLY LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

The correlation between early childhood education, reading skills, and their future academic
performance has been more than proven. Our newest initiative has allowed for each
elementary school in the Okeechobee County School District with their own book vending
machine! These are exciting new tools which are effective in promoting literacy among our
youngest minds.



PROGRAMMING

There's no arguing the growing disconnect between today's major employers and the next
generation's workforce. We've heard from so many organizations just how challenging it is
to find qualified, professional individuals to fill great positions of opportunity! This year's
inaugural Employability Skills Camp was designed to address just that, and was more than
a success as we collaborated with local businesses to prepare a group of high school
students for the workforce. Over 45 Okeechobee High School students have now been
officially "Certified Employable" by our program, and we're excited to launch another
program this summer (2022) with the Okeechobee County Economic Development
Corporation! 

PREPARING THE NEXT GENERATION'S WORKFORCE

Employability Skills Summer Camps - New!
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INSPIRING THE BRIGHTEST MINDS TO ENGAGE IN BUSINESS & CIVIC LEADERSHIP

The first year of the Okeechobee Junior Leaders program was a fantastic collaboration with
the Okeechobee County School District, local industry leaders, and our local governments!
Similar to other leadership programs promoted by local chambers of commerce, students
who were accepted into the program through a very competitive application process were
shown a behind-the-scenes look at what it takes to run our community. Students also
identified community problems and presented a solution to these issues as their final
presentation required for graduation.

Okeechobee Junior Leaders - New!



SAT Increase Camp- New!

Each year, more than $3 billion in student financial aid
goes unclaimed. There was a common theme among
students when asked why they hadn't completed their
FAFSA- the application is just too difficult. This
collaboration with Okeechobee High School and
Indian River State College was aimed at increasing our
students' access to student financial aid through
FAFSA Workshops and Financial Aid Nights. Every
student that attended left with a completed FASFA.
The impact of this program directly creates more
employment opportunities while increasing students'
college readiness and attendance to a 2-year and 4-
year institution.

Okeechobee County currently has an average SAT
score of 1060 and an average ACT score of 25.
Students are required to have a minimum ACT
composite score of 25 or a SAT score of 1210 to be
eligible to receive the Bright Futures Florida Medallion
Scholarship. This project allowed us to better educate
and prepare students to successfully achieve higher
scores on the SAT/ACT exams, resulting in more
students being eligible for Florida Bright Futures. The
camp took place over 4 weekends. Taught by IRSC
staff and a student mentor, students were provided
lunch while they worked through prep modules. 

FAFSA
Complete!

Financial Aid Workshops - New!
INCREASING THE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES & SOCIAL MOBILITY IN OKEECHOBEE

SAT Support Camp - New!
PROVIDING GRADUATING SENIORS WITH THE SKILLS NEEDED TO SUCCEED

PROGRAMMING
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4 weekends, 24
hours, 1,103 modules
completed, and 20
students who were
more than ready to

ace their SAT!



PROGRAMMING

Scholarship Program

Each year the Okeechobee Education Foundation serves
as a conduit for many organizations and businesses to
award Okeechobee High School graduating seniors
scholarships. Since 1989, the Foundation has had the
pleasure of disbursing over $4 million in scholarships to our
own graduating seniors! Contributions from our donors
allow higher education to become a possibility by making
our students' financial burden lighter, which allows them to
focus more on the most important aspect of school:
learning. This year we hit a record by awarding $492,724
in local dollars to graduating seniors!

LIGHTENING THE FINANCIAL BURDEN  FOR GRADUATING SENIORS
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Publix Tools for Schools Campaign

The Foundation is always looking for ways to bring much needed supplies to the students
and teachers of Okeechobee. Each year, Publix hosts a Tools for Schools Campaign. During
this campaign, you will find our board members and volunteers greeting Publix shoppers and
sharing information on the Foundation. When checking out, customers are asked to donate.
100% of all donations stay in Okeechobee. This year, we received almost $6,000 in donations
that went back into our schools.

COLLABORATING WITH LOCAL BUSINESSES TO SUPPLY OUR SCHOOLS
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COMMUNITY IMPACT

"The Education Foundation of Okeechobee has been a tremendous source of
support for the teachers, families, and students of Okeechobee High School.  By
providing incentives such as dinners and door prizes, the Foundation has helped
encourage many of our students to complete the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid.  This one step has enabled many of our seniors to be eligible for grants
and scholarships that would have otherwise been wasted as an untapped resource. 

Through the use of the mini-grants the Education Foundation has been instrumental
in providing the means to support projects within high school classrooms. Several
OHS teachers took advantage of the free grant applications and received full
funding to support learning within their discipline.  From the Pencil Depot to the
direct funding of specific projects, the Foundation's support of our teachers has gone
a long way to impact the quality of service and education our staff and faculty can
provide our Brahman families.  

One of their greatest undertakings that supports our students is their role in our local
Scholarship Program. This year our community partners gave $494,725 in
scholarships to Seniors. The Education Foundation of Okeechobee solicits, organizes,
and disperses all of those local funds to post secondary institutions and programs. 
 This is no easy task and it takes months of collaboration and planning to pull
together all efforts to make this happen year after year. 

As a principal, I know how truly special their support is. Because of their
efforts, I can visualize the faces of those they have helped to turn dreams into
obtainable goals."

Lauren Myers
Principal
Okeechobee High School

www.facebook.com/EducationFoundationofOkeechobee

educationfoundationofokeechobee.com


